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Toxic Waste Threatens Communities 
Citizens Awareness Network Mobilizes For Environmental Justice 
DEBBYKATZ 
Toxic contamination of the planet threatens human survival. In our time, we will determine whether there 
is clean air to breath, water to drink and 
places to live for our children and theirs. 
Industrial technology-with its shadow of 
pollution-overwhelms us and threatens 
the democratic structures on which we de-
pend. The scientific community and the 
nuclear industry undermine citizens' con-
fidence in their ability to understand nuclear 
power and its effects. Many people have 
withdrawn from the process, potentially al-
lowing vital decisions to be dictated out-
side of democratic safeguards. This "melt-
down of democracy" is exemplified in the 
atomic power industry. 
The questions of nuclear reactor opera-
tions and the corporate disposal of waste 
are central to the issues of democracy, site 
remediation, pollution prevention and pol-
lution reduction. Communities chosen to 
suffer contamination are routinely poor, 
rural and people of color-communities 
hard pressed to value health and safety 
over short-term financial relief. It is unethi-
cal to force people to choose between eco-
nomic survival and sacrifice of future gen-
erations. It is unacceptable for corporations 
to control and contaminate the natural re-
sources of a community. It is unacceptable 
to contaminate one community to clean 
another community up. 
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Citizens Awareness Network takes the Cask Tour to Washington, DC to call for an end to 
radioactive dumping. Photo by Sal Mangalia 
Nuclear power contaminates everything 
it contacts. Before a reactor goes on line, 
waste is created with the mining of ura-
nium. Once operational, waste is either 
stored on site for shipment to contaminate 
another community or released to the adja-
cent environment. The dangers of radia-
tion exposure are usually hidden. The 
nuclear industry tries to manipulate public 
anxiety concerning nuclear power toward 
the ability to create effective safeguards in 
case of an accident. However, standard 
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"safe" operation is an unrelenting assault 
on surrounding communities. 
Fallout In New England 
For example, according to the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission (NRC) the Vermont 
Yankee reactor dumped 121,479 curies into 
the Connecticut River Valley in New Hamp-
shire, Vermont, and Massachusetts during 
its 25 years of operation. One curie equals 
the quantity of radiactive material in which 
the number of disintegrations is 3 7 billion 
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per second. Connecticut Yankee released 
more than 120,000 curies into the Connecti-
cut River over its life time, and Millstone Unit 
1 released 7 million curies of radioactive 
gases between 1971 and 1990. This radioac-
tive pollution remains distributed through-
out the biosphere and in the food chain. 
Increasing awareness of the conse-
quences of exposure to low-level radiation 
effluent from the reactors and chemical in-
dustries. We are a sacrificed community 
who lost our river to corporations, suffered 
an epidemic of disease, and awakened from 
a 30-year period of denial, intimidation, ig-
norance, and fear. Our experiences formed 
us into nuke-busters. This perspective in-
forms our work and commitment to helping 
other communities in a similar predicament 
It is unethical to force· people to choose 
between economic survival and sacrifice of 
future generations. 
through documentation of health problems 
in reactor communities can effect change. 
New England is 60% dependent on 
nuclear power while other regions are 20%. 
Nuclear power stations are showing prob-
lems faster than predicted-23 of the 
nation's reactors face premature shut down 
and decommissioning in the next seven 
years due to age-related embrittlement. Three 
have recently closed in New England. 
There is mounting pressure to create 
high- and low-level radioactive waste (rad-
waste) dumps in the south and west to sat-
isfy the needs of nuclear waste generators. 
The monstrous waste problem can no 
longer be hidden to serve the industry's 
illusion of "safe, clean, and cheap nuclear 
power." Closure of reactors will open the 
floodgates for rad-waste throughout the 
country as nuclear utilities rush to bury 
their deadly legacy. 
Activists Demand Accountability 
The Citizens Awareness Network (CAN) 
organized in 1991 during a struggle to pre-
vent the continued operation and relicensing 
ofthe Yankee Rowe reactor in Western Mas-
sachusetts. CAN succeeded in drawing the 
attention of the public and the NRC to the 
dangerously embrittled reactor vessel and 
forced the reactor to cease operation in 
1992. The shut down of Yankee Rowe be-
gan our work to create a pollution preven-
tion and reduction process for the decom-
missioning of atomic power stations in New 
England and the country. 
Our community was chosen for nuclear 
defilement because we were poor and ru-
ral. The Deerfield River is a waste dump for 
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with their local polluters. 
With Yankee Rowe's reactor closed, we 
thought that our concerns ended. However 
Yankee Atomic, owner and operator of the 
station, began an experimental dismantle-
ment of the reactor in 1993. Yankee removed 
95% of the radionuclide inventory without 
an approved decommissioning plan. Had 
the waste been held on site for just 30 years, 
the amount of contaminated waste requir-
ing burial would have decreased by an or-
der of magnitude. That is, in 30 years the 
amount of LLR W would have decreased to 
14,000 curies from 140,000 curies. 
The NRC's regulations state that the 
sole means of protecting the workers, the 
public health and safety, and the environ-
ment is through the submission, approval, 
and enactment of a decommissioning plan. 
The people had a right to a hearing, with 
opportunity to question the procedures 
and policies used by the utility to remediate 
the site. CAN took the NRC to court over 
illegal reactor dismantlement and denial of 
due process. The court judged that the 
NRC was "arbitrary, capricious, and utterly 
irrational ... " in allowing Yankee Atomic to 
strip the reactor and our hearing rights. 
Not in Our Neighborhood 
In the Fall of 1993 , Yankee Atomic re-
ceived permission to remove irradiated 
components (four steam generators and the 
pressurizer) from the reactor and transport 
them to Barnwell, South Carolina for burial. 
We objected to both the contamination of 
our own community and the contamina-
tion of another community to "clean Rowe 
up." How could we participate in creating 
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suffering in another community knowing 
what had happened in the Deerfield River 
Valley? Being a small rural community with 
a relatively small sample size (only 20,000 
people including nearby towns), it was 
thought impossible to find statistical sig-
nificance in any disease. However, we have 
statistical significance in non-Hodgkin's 
lymphoma, breast cancer, a ten fold increase 
in Downs syndrome, and serious increases 
in rare cancers. 
Knowledge is Power 
Electricity generation from nuclear fis-
sion was always an adjunct of military 
weapons production. Methodical propa-
ganda, secrecy, and deliberate obfuscation 
resulted in the imposition of martial law on 
the civilian population on nuclear matters. 
This integration threatens our freedom. The 
corporations use federally subsidized eco-
nomic power to influence local government 
and the media to stifle citizen concern and 
public participation. Organizing involves a 
constant struggle to overcome government 
and industry attempts to hide the facts 
about the nuclear fuel cycle and prevent 
continued on pa¥e three 
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. citizens from participating in decision-mak-
ing. People can deal competently and di-
rectly with radioactive pollution and its pre-
vention. 
Organizing through awareness creates 
positive social change. It is CAN's aim and 
method. CAN demystifies nuclear technol-
ogy and its jargon that intimidates, isolates 
and obstructs citizens from effective demo-
cratic participation. This participation is 
essential for communities to adequately 
protect themselves from victimization 
through industrial contamination. It re-
quires communities to educate and protect 
themselves from the effects of radioactive 
exposure and join with other communities 
facing nuclear contamination to stop the 
cycle ofradioactive sacrifice. 
The nuclear industry and the nuclear 
regulators depend on an uneducated citi-
zenry to sustain nuclear power production. 
The novelty of the idea that citizens have a 
right and a responsibility to negotiate pol-
lution prevention and reduction with the 
corporations that contaminate, demon-
strates the progress that nuclear technol-
ogy has made in demoralizing citizens and 
eroding constitutional safeguards and due 
process. Meaningful participation by citi-
zens is unacceptable to the industry and 
its regulators. The democratic process re-
quires the vigilance of citizens in effectively 
demanding corporate accountability for 
contamination and accountability for regu-
lation by oversight commissions. 
Caravan of Conscience 
CAN works with groups around rad-
waste dumps to unify the cycle of contami-
nation and undercut barriers created by the 
industry to isolate reactor communities 
from dump site communities. Utilities pro-
mote opportunism and fear to manipulate 
sacrificed communities. Even "good" poli-
ticians such as -Bernie Sanders, socialist 
Representative from Vermont, supported 
the creation of a rad-waste dump in Sierra 
Blanca, Texas-a low-income Mexican-
American community-to take rad-waste 
from Vermont and Maine (see page 4). Util-
ity propaganda creates a false schism be-
tween reactor and waste communities. Re-
actors, clean and non-polluting when op-
erational, become dangerous waste sites 
after closure-so dangerous that immedi-
ate dismantlement is required. 
When Yankee Atomic stripped its reac-
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tor and shipped its most irradiated compo-
nents to Barnwell, CAN organized Cara-
van of Conscience Tours. The tour trav-
elled the transportation route from the Yan-
kee Atomic reactor in western Massachu-
setts to its burial site in Barnwell. The cara-
vans educated our community, transport 
route communities, and the waste site com-
munity of the dangers of these shipments. 
Media coverage raised awareness about 
nuclear transportation, safety, and health 
issues. The public response was outrage, 
indignation, and action. The Caravan pre-
ceded the shipments; transport communi-
ties then monitored the shipments and held 
press conferences when waste passed 
through their neighborhoods. 
The caravan brought national attention 
to this critical issu,e. Reporters 
investigated Chem Nuclear, the 
owner and operator of the dump. 
(A radioactive leak on the prop-
erty contaminates the ground 
water and continues to migrate 
off-site into the community's 
aquifer.) Citizens turned to their 
local governments to stop the 
shipments. To their amazement 
few local governmental authori-
ties, including police and 
firefighters, had been notified. 
Local governments responded 
with angry protests. 
Rad-Waste Cask Tour 
CAN, along with a nation-
wide coalition of groups, also 
created a Rad-Waste Tour with 
a mock high-level waste cask-
22 feet long and 9 feet high-
shaped like a giant silver dumb-
bell. This cask was built by Citi-
zens Alert in Nevada and loaned 
to us for our tours. CAN took it Activists from New England make the link with dump 
sites in South Carolina. Photo by Sal Mangalia 
along the transport routes in 
New England and the East Coast to draw 
attention to the transportation ofrad-waste 
through ill-prepared communities. We also 
sought to highlight federal legislation to 
site a temporary storage facility for high-
level waste at the Nevada Test Site. The 
movement of high-level radioactive waste 
will endanger thousands of communities 
in 43 states to create "a temporary solu-
tion" for commercial high-level waste. Over 
70% of Nevada's people are against the 
proposed legislation. It is sacred land to 
Native American peoples. 
CAN, with Greenpeace and MASS 
ALERT, organized local organizers to warn 
citizens of the impending shipments ofra-
dioactive waste. A Funeral Procession 
marched ahead of the steam generator in 
our local community. Residents carried cof-
fins six miles to acknowledge those citi-
zens in our valley who had given their lives 
for "safe, clean nuclear power." We ex-
pressed ·our sorrow for the contamination 
of Barnwell with our waste. 
The caravan consisted of a school bus 
and three vans. Activists held press con-
ferences in Massachusetts, New York, 
Pennsylvania, Washington, DC, North 
Carolina and South Carolina. An East Coast 
· network of grassroots groups organized to 
facilitate press conferences, publicity, and 
lodging. Food and other supplies were do-
nated by citizens along the transport route. 
The Caravan engaged in street theater 
which included music, skits, and speeches. 
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CAN is organizing a third Caravan Tour 
using elements · from the bus and the cask 
tours to publicize the shipments of radio-
active waste from Connecticut Yankee and 
Maine Yankee; the utilities intend to dump 
the waste from both reactors in Barnwell, 
SC. We will work in coalition with groups 
along the transport route including 
continued on page five 
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Sierra Blancans Oppose Dump Site 
ERlNROGERS 
The state of Texas is pushing to host a new 
low-level radioactive waste dump in the 
community of Sierra Blanca, located in 
West Texas near the Mexican border. The 
proposed dump would house radionuclide 
waste from Vermont and Maine, and po-
tentially other states. For five years, mem-
bers of the Sierra Blanca Legal Defense 
Fund have waged a grassroots campaign 
to deny licencingfor the dump and to edu-
cate residents about the root causes and 
health affects of the proposal. In I 997, 
Resist funded SBLDF to hold a capacity-
building session to organize residents of 
Sierra Blanca against the construction of 
the toxic dump. 
On December 6, 1997, Texas governor and unadmitted presidential candi-
date George W. Bush strode into the court-
yard at the El Paso Community College for 
the first stop on a re-election announcement 
tour. As officials, schoolchildren and re-
porters waited to greet him, a shout rang 
out in the morning air, "No nuclear waste 
dump in Sierra Blanca!" Protesters quickly 
unfurled a banner, donned huge foam 
"blockheads" with Bush masks, and rolled 
nuclear waste barrels into his path. A cho-
rus of voices chanted loudly for him to stop 
sacrificing the border, stop environmental 
racism, and stop the proposed nuclear waste 
dump 16 miles from the Rio Grande. Dump 
opponents from West Texas had struck the 
"untouchable" governor's Achilles' Heel. 
The nuclear industry and Texas politi-
cians set their sites on Sierra Blanca, 
Hudspeth County-an unincorporated 
town of 800-five years ago. Sierra Blanca 
sits in the delicate Chihuahuan desert eco-
system in Texas' most active earthquake 
zone over an aquifer stretching beneath 
four counties and 16 miles from the Rio 
Grande. Hudspeth County is the size of 
Connecticut but has only 1200 registered 
voters. After three other sites chased out 
potential dumpers, the Texas legislature 
selected Sierra Blanca as the state's nuclear 
waste dump, before completing any tech-
nical studies of the site. Sierra Blanca al-
ready receives nearly 125 tons of sewage 
sludge daily from New York City. The Si-
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erra Blanca Legal Defense Fund was formed 
shortly after the legislature "selected" the 
town as a nuclear waste dump as well. 
The Texas legislature then invited 
Maine and Vermont-with whom Texas 
shares a compact-and any other state to 
use Sierra Blanca as a dumping grounds 
for their dismantled nuclear power plants. 
Maine voters decided in a referendum to 
send their nuclear waste to Texas, but Tex-
ans never had a say in the deal. Instead the 
negotiation with done by legislators. 
threaten to filibuster the bill unless three 
amendments are attached-two of which 
address environmental racism. 
Environmental Racism 
Over two thirds of Sierra Blancans are 
Mexican American; many have ranched or 
farmed in the area for generations. Forty 
percent live in poverty. Towns like Sierra 
Blanca are targeted for toxic and radioac-
tive waste not only for their lack of access 
to and influence within the political and 
In June 1996 more than 600 children from Acuiia Mexico, Sierra Blanca and Austin 
traveled to Austin to march on the governor's mansion in protest of the dump. The 
governor would not come out of his mansion. Photo by Alan Pogue 
Every compact has to be ratified by Con-
gress. Because of strong protest from dump 
opponents in Texas, the US Congress 
voted against the Texas-Maine-Vermont 
compact in 1995-the first of nine existing 
compacts to ever be debated. The nuclear 
industry sank hundreds of thousands of 
dollars into lobbying for the bill. They were 
not able to pass the compact in 1996, but 
did get it through the House in October 
1997. With incredible, sustained support 
from the Nuclear Information and Resource 
Service in Washington, DC, many West 
Texans were able to visit Congress and 
eventually make inroads with the White 
House's Council on Environmental Qual-
ity. Sen. Paul Wellstone (MN) continues to 
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legal systems, but because they are more 
vulnerable to economic blackmail. In Sierra 
Blanca, those who speak out against the 
proposed dump are passed over for scarce 
jobs or intimidated into not speaking· out 
in order to get loans, services, or to help 
relatives get jobs. One man had his truck 
repossessed from the pro-nuclear bank af-
ter his children were photographed at a 
children's rally against the dump. Sierra 
Blancans are not under the illusion that 
the nuclear dump will bring jobs. Any jobs 
created will be low-paying, high-risk con-
struction and janitorial positions, and most 
residents are not interested. 
The nuclear industry's drive to find 
continued on page five 
January 1998 
Sierra Blancans Oppose Dump Site 
continued from page four 
cheap dump sites for it's daily waste and 
for its dismembered power plants contin-
ues to be a campaign against Native Ameri-
cans and other people of color, the poor, 
and the rural. The anti-power plant and 
weapons movements of the 1970s and 1980s 
have shifted into movements organizing 
against nuclear dumping- movements or-
ganizing against environmental racism. 
Whole new sectors have been mobilized. 
In Texas, for example, the process of fight-
ing the state government on environmen-
tal issues has radicalized West Texas ranch-
ers, small-time property rights activists, 
school teachers, construction workers, and 
church women- and linked these sectors 
with African American urban neighbor-
hood groups and university students. It 
also spawned a close working relationship 
between Mexican and US citizens and offi-
cials, despite the artificial river barrier. 
Taking Action 
Last March the Sierra Blanca Legal De-
fense Fund held a mock trial on the steps 
of the Capitol building to put Texas on Trial. 
The event was a platform for communities 
of color from across the state who are un-
der toxic assault to recount their experi-
ences fighting the state for legitimate regu-
lation and fighting corporations for con-
trol of their neighborhoods and environ-
ments. Bus loads of residents from San 
Antonio, West Texas, Houston, and Dal-
las united at the Capitol to demand that 
Texas ' environmental regulatory agency 
protect people from corporate pollution or 
get out of the way. 
The residents of Sierra Blanca are now 
mired at the state level in administrative 
struggles to legally stop the dump's li-
cence. The licensing decision will be made 
by three commissioners appointed by Gov-
ernor Bush. They are already on record as 
supporting the dump site without eve_n re-
viewing the evidence. Recognizing that the 
licencing procedure is a sham, the Sierra 
Blanca Legal Defense Fund and others 
fighting the dump are using the process to 
mobilize political opposition to the dump, 
and are raising money for a lawyer while 
simultaneously lobbying and organizing 
demonstrations and letter-writing cam-
paigns. 
We are preparing for the final portion of 
the licensing hearing, which will begin in 
Sierra Blanca on January 21 , 1998 and con-
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tinue for eight weeks. Local churches plan 
to make an outdoor altar near the hearing 
room for people to bring signs of protest. 
Activists will hold a vigil outside the hear-
ing room on January 20. 
Darcie McVay, the director of the Van 
Horn tourist center down the road from 
Sierra Blanca, speaks out at the first 
public hearing concerning the dump in 
August 1996. Photo by Alan Pogue 
Texas could meet its electricity needs 
more than ten times over with renewable 
energy sources alone. West Texas is rich 
in solar and wind resources and ripe for 
green energy job creation. According to 
estimates by the Texas Renewable Energy 
Industries Association, wind farms can 
yield $2,100 per acre compared to $35 for 
ranching and $1,600 for oil. Those of us in 
the fight against the nuclear industry are 
realizing that the only way to shut down 
the plants that are producing the waste and 
stop the dumping is to agitate for sane and 
fair management of nuclear waste while at 
the same time offering people a way to cre-
ate independent, non-corporate sources of 
income and energy. 
Erin Rogers is the co-chair of the Sierra 
Blanca Legal Defense Fund Board of 
Directors and a staff person with 
Feminists for a Compassionate Society. 
For information, contact the Sierra 
Blanca Legal Defense Fund, PO Box 
18087, Austin, TX 78790. 
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Blueridge Environmental Defense League, 
South Carolina Environmental Watch, Citi-
zens Environmental Coalition, Grow, Envi-
ronmental Inc., and others. Community or-
ganizers from other proposed dump sites 
have offered to travel with us in fellowship 
with all sacrifice communities. We will travel 
through the eastern states, including New 
York, Pennsylvania, Washington, DC, 
North Carolina, South Carolina. 
Despite efforts by government and the 
nuclear industry to thwart and undermine 
public understanding and participation, 
citizens must participate in vital decisions 
that affect their lives and health. Too often 
residents have accepted a passive role. 
They are intimidated, believing that they 
are unable to understand the technologi-
cal and scientific issues in nuclear power. 
Instead, citizens must create a substantive 
role for themselves in order to clarify, ne-
gotiate and protect their community's in-
terests and to ensure democratic safe-
guards. Responsible power comes from 
knowledge. Citizens must have power for 
democracy to endure. 
With the closure and decommissioning 
of reactors, we can alter the future of en-
ergy production in the region and the coun-
try. The Department of Energy recently 
developed a future energy production pro-
file for America which includes a second 
generation of commercial nuclear power 
stations and plans to dispose of weapons-
grade plutonium as fuel in commercial 
power stations. This "recycling" of bomb 
grade materials in fact creates more pluto-
nium, emits more waste, and makes it harder 
to insure safe operation ofreactors. These 
stations would in all likelihood be con-
structed on previously used sites. This 
dangerous initiative must be stopped. We 
must see the world as our neighbor to stop 
the cycle of contamination and sacrifice. 
Our toxic legacy can end in this genera-
tion. The work required to clean up this 
monstrous experiment will employ nuclear 
workers for centuries. The experiment is over. 
Debby Katz is the director of the Citizens 
Awareness Network, a mother of two, 
and a resident of one of the "sacrificed" 
communities. CAN most recently 
received a grant from Resist in 1996. 
For more information, contact CAN, PO 
Box 83, Shelburne Falls, MA 01370. 
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The Struggle to Save Ward Valley 
TORI WOODARD 
A s part of a national attempt to site new 
J-\nuclear waste facilities around the 
country, the California Department of 
Health Services (DHS) proposed a "low 
level" radioactive waste (LLR W) dump 
Ward Valley, California. Like all of these 
proposed projects across the country, the 
site in Ward Valley .is being resisted by 
coalitions of citizens groups. In Ward Val-
ley the coalition consists of environmental 
organizations and Native American Tribes. 
Native American tribes and their allies 
in the Ward Valley Coalition are preparing 
a mass nonviolent action to prevent fur-
ther destruction of Ward Valley this winter. 
This article will discuss steps the Coalition 
is taking in their struggle to save the sa-
cred lands of Ward Valley. 
Endangering Sacred Land 
The proposed site of the Ward Valley 
dump would be situated 18 miles from the 
Colorado River in southeastern California 
near the Nevada border. The U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service declared Ward Valley as 
the best habitat for the desert tortoise, 
which is protected by the Endangered Spe-
cies Act. The tortoise is the state reptile of 
California and is considered a brother by 
the Mojave Indians. 
DHS chose Ward Valley as the site for 
the proposed dump because 600 feet of dry 
soil overlie the groundwater there. The 
dumpers think the dry soil will keep the 
waste from reaching the groundwater and 
the nearby Colorado River. The dump 
would consist of shallow, unlined trenches 
- a disposal method that is guaranteed to 
leak. Other dumps operated by US Ecol-
ogy-the proposed operator of the site at 
Ward Valley-have already leaked, includ-
ing sites in Sheffield, Illinois; Maxey Flats, 
Kentucky; Richland, Washington; and 
Beatty, Nevada. The twin dump in Beatty, 
Nevada- whose terrain most resembles 
that of Ward Valley-has already leaked 
down to groundwater, which is at 350 feet. 
Geologists with the U.S. Geological Ser-
vice (USGS) have found several ways that 
radionuclides from the Ward Valley dump 
could reach the Colorado River, including 
through cracks and via flooding. The river is 
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a source of drinking water for 22 million people 
in California, Arizona,and Mexico. River 
water also irrigates crops on Indian Reser-
vations and in California's Imperial Valley. 
The dump is proposed to be built on 
public land, which is administered by the 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM). The 
USGS, the Fish and Wildlife Service, the 
BLM, and the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
(BIA) are all agencies within the U.S. De-
partment of the Interior. 
The land must be transferred to the 
State of California before the dump can be 
built. Legislation has been proposed in 
Congress to force the transfer of the land 
and exempt the project from all environ-
mental laws. Principle supporters of the leg-
islation are from Alaska and Louisiana, ar-
eas that will not be affected by the dump 
and which receive significant money from 
the waste industry. In addition, a lawsuit 
brought by dump proponents in 1997 seeks 
a judicial order to immediately transfer the 
land for dump construction. 
As a result of public pressure and law-
suits brought by dump opponents under 
the Endangered Species Act and the Na-
tional Environmental Protection Act, the 
proposed dump is stalled while the BLM 
prepares a Supplemental Environmental 
Impact Statement (SEIS) on the proposed 
facility. The SEIS should be finished in 1998. 
The Fort Mojave, Chemehuevi, 
Quechan, Cocopah, and Colorado River 
Indian Tribes have formed an alliance to 
fight the proposed dump. Ward Valley, the 
desert tortoise, and the Colorado River are 
sacred to the Tribes. The area along the 
Colorado River from Needles, California, 
to the Mexican border contains the most 
giant intaglios (figures etched on the land) 
in North America. Needles, the closesttown 
to the proposed dump site, is the home of 
the Fort Mojave Indian Tribe. 
Tribal spokespersons have repeatedly 
tried to meet with President Clinton on a 
nation-to-nation basis to discuss their to-
tal opposition to any kind of radioactive 
waste facility in Ward Valley. They have 
not yet received an audience with Clinton. 
Instead, bureaucrats from Interior, the BLM, 
continued on page seven 
Titrium Testing at the Proposed Ward V a/,/ey Dump 
On November 6, 1997, the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) issued a draft Environ-
mental Assessment of government plans to test for tritium at Ward Valley, California, the 
site of a proposed radioactive waste dump. 
US Ecology, the proposed operator of the dump site, found tritium 100 feet below the 
surface in Ward Valley. Tritium (radioactive hydrogen) was dispersed around the world by 
above-ground testing of hydrogen bombs in the 1950s and early 1960s. Its presence 
underground indicates water travels faster and farther than expected in dry soil, and 
confirms that a radioactive waste dump in this desert region would leak just as every 
other radioactive waste dump in the United States has leaked. A dump run by US Ecol-
ogy in a similar dry climate 160 miles away near Beatty, Nevada, has leaked tritium down 
to groundwater. 
The upcoming tritium testing was proposed to confirm the original finding of tritium. 
Instead of canceling the dump project as the public insists, the government seems intent 
on "un-finding" the evidence that the dump will leak. Dump opponents believe a conclu-
sive test has already been conducted, in real time, at the Beatty dump. 
The Ward Valley Coalition is opposed to any radioactive waste facility in Ward Valley, 
whether it leaks or not. Therefore the tritium testing and destruction of sacred land and 
critical habitat are unnecessary. 
Opponents of the dump believe BLM will issue a final Environmental Assessment by 
mid-December 1997, allowing tests to procede. Testing can be expected to begin in Janu-
ary or February 1998. 
Members of the Colorado River Native Nations Alliance and the Ward Valley Coali-
tion intend to use nonviolent actions to oppose any further destruction of Ward Valley. By 
taking this stand, they affirm the sacredness of Ward Valley to the five Tribes in the 
Colorado River Native Nations Alliance. 
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the BIA, and the U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency have met with the Tribes, 
but have not taken any steps to cancel the 
dump project as requested. 
Direct Resistance 
In October 1995 dump opponents turned 
up the heat in the battle to save Ward Val-
ley by establishing a resistance camp on 
the proposed dump site. Founded by Na-
tive Americans, veterans and anti-nuclear 
activists, the camp has been a thorn in the 
side of dump proponents ever since. 
The camp takes advantage of the fact 
that the proposed dump would be on pub-
lic land. Anyone can camp on public land 
for two weeks; then they are supposed to 
move at least 26 miles. Rather than move 
our camp, we changed it every two weeks. 
We took down our large community tent, 
put up another tent, and rotated personnel. 
After a year of that exhausting proce-
dure, BLM proposed that our camp apply 
for a permit, based on a court ruling that 
the public can occupy public land in order 
to exercise the right to free speech. (That 
ruling was won by the resistance camp at 
the Nevada Test Site a few years ago.)The 
Fort Mojave Indian Tribe applied for the 
permit, and our camp is now legal. 
In addition to the camp, the Ward Valley 
Coalition has held several large gatherings 
and protests on the proposed dump site. 
Supporters from Los Angeles, San Fran-
cisco, Phoenix and many other cities joined 
local residents to call DHS to cancel plans to 
build dump. 
Showdown Coming Up 
BLM intends to ask the camp to move 
in January 1998, to make way for tritium 
testing at the site (see page 6). The Tribes 
will stage nonviolent direct actions to de-
fend the camp and try to prevent the de-
struction of the land that would be caused 
by the tritium testing. Other groups in the 
Ward Valley Coalition have agreed to sup-
port the Tribes, and we are now mobilizing 
for the action. 
Nonviolence trainings were held this fall 
on two of the Indian Reservations. 
Trainings are also planned in cities such 
as San Francisco and Los Angeles where 
activists are involved in the struggle. 
There will probably be a series of non-
violent direct actions in Ward Valley over 
the next year, each larger than the last. First 
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we will defend the camp. If it is evicted, we 
will try to prevent Interior from testing for 
tritium. If they succeed, more people will 
try to prevent the State of California from 
testing. (California Governor Pete Wilson 
and the DHS are adamantly pro-dump.) 
Testing results will go into the SEIS. If 
the SEIS finds the dump will have no im-
pact on the environment (as we fear), Inte-
rior will transfer the land to the State of 
California. The land could also be trans-
ferred by legislative action or by judicial 
order. Another direct action will occur if 
and when the land is transferred, if and 
when heavy machinery attempts to dig 
trenches, and if (heaven forbid) waste 
trucks attempt to bring in waste. 
Torie Woodard is an activist, writer, 
lover of nature and organizer with Save . 
Ward Valley. Save Ward Valley received 
a grantfrom Resist in 1997. For more 
information or to join the Emergency 
Response Network, contact Save Ward 
Valley, 105 F Street, Needles, CA 92363; 
swv l@ctaz.com. 
CARD Organizes Protest 
DAVIDA.PACE 
Citizens for Alternatives to Radioactive 
Dumping is a state-wide organization de-
voted to safeguarding the people and land 
of New Mexico from nuclear contamina-
tion. For almost two decades CARD has 
rallied citizens against nuclear threats 
and sustained a multifaceted campaign to 
protect New Mexico from becoming a "na-
tional sacrifice area." Resist has funded 
CARD several times, including a 1996 
conference on civil resistance tactics. 
active Dumping (CARD), a New Mexico 
based nonprofit group, has been fighting 
WIPP since 1978. 
One point that CARD has repeatedly 
stressed is that the decision to locate WIPP 
in New Mexico was based on politics rather 
than science. Not only does New Mexico 
rank 48th among the states in terms of per 
capita income, but a large portion of those 
who do earn a decent income are employed 
by the very national laboratories which 
. generate waste destined for WIPP. 
The DOE has also seduced many 
Carlsbad residents with 
WIPP jobs and has traveled 
the state doling out cash 
for community programs as 
part of a multimillion dollar 
public-relations campaign. 
The jobs threaten to de-
stroy the health of workers, 
and the flow of dollars into 
the community will stop af-
ter the plant is opened. 
Protesters demonstrate at an anti-WIPP rally organized 
by CARD in 1997. Photo by David Pace 
Activists have re-
sponded to this "mobile 
Chernobyl" with creative 
and energetic opposition. 
Tn May of 1998, the U.S. Department of 
lEnergy (DOE) plans to begin trucking 
nuclear waste from across the U.S. through 
22 states to its Waste Isolation Pilot Plant 
(WIPP) in southeastern New Mexico. The 
WIPP project is intended to dispose of the 
weapons laboratories' radioactive wastes 
in salt caverns located 26 miles east of 
Carlsbad, NM and about 2000 feet under-
ground. Citizens for Alternatives to Radio-
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Taking on the Polluters 
In January 1996, CARD organized a civil 
disobedience (CD) workshop which in-
cluded presentations on group consensus 
process and the history and legal aspects 
of CD. Activists also acted out CD sce-
narios and discussed specific CD actions. 
After the CD workshop, activists formed 
the Albuquerque Affinity Group to focus 
attention on WIPP though direct action. 
continued on page eight 
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To this end, the Affinity Group has pre-
formed street theater to challenge people 
to think about problems ignored in the 
mainstream media. The group has put a hot-
seat under WIPP proponent and leading 
nuke advocate Senator Pete Domenici (R-
NM) by staging a sit-in in his office and a 
protest at one of his fund-raising dinners. 
Over the years, CARD has contracted 
professional scientists to perform indepen-
dent analyses of the WIPP project. Find-
ings from these studies show that WIPP is 
unstable and will not contain the pluto-
nium-contaminated waste destined for the 
site. Scientists report that the ground wa-
ter in the area of the proposed WIPP site 
flows in the direction of the Pecos River, 
threatening to contaminate the river and 
lands downstream. These studies will be 
used in an upcoming law suit against the 
DOE. The current director of DOE has dem-
onstrated no concern of environmental 
impact and plans to proceed with waste 
shipments despite the scientists' findings. 
Information as Organizing Tool 
Last spring, CARD volunteers produced 
"Everything You Always Wanted to Know 
About WIPP," a 40-page booklet provid-
ing detailed background information and 
criticism of WIPP' s tremendous shortfalls. 
The booklet was distributed via mailings 
and published on the World Wide Web 
(www.unm.edu/~rekp) shortly before the 
DOE held hearings for public comment on 
Activists demand protection from radio-
active dumping. Photo by David Pace 
WIPP. Many at the hearings who spoke 
against the proposed dump relied on infor-
mation from the booklet to elaborate on 
their concerns. 
While CARD's newsletter, "The En-
chanted Times," provides several thousand 
New Mexicans with regular updates on our 
local anti-nuclear struggles, there are also 
many ongoing efforts to get accurate in-
formation to a larger audience. 
During the past year, CARD volunteers 
have invested a great deal of energy in 
developing programs and audio-visual 
aides for presentations on WIPP that have 
been very successful in grade schools, 
middle schools, high schools, and at the 
University of New Mexico. Like many 
CARD publications, these classroom pre-
sentations critique the nuclear weapons 
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Join the RESIST Pledge Program 
We'd like you to consider 
becoming a RESIST Pledge. 
Pledges account for over 
25% of our income. 
By becoming a pledge, you help 
guarantee RESIST a fixed and 
dependable source of income on which 
we can build our grant-making 
program. In return, we will send you a 
monthly pledge letter and reminder 
along with your newsletter. We will 
keep you up-to-date on the groups we 
have funded and the other work being 
done at RESIST. 
So take the plunge and become a 
Yes/ I'll become a 
RESIST Pledge. 
I'll send you my pledge of $ __ 
every month/two months/ 
quarter/six months (circle one). 
[ ] Enclosed is an initial pledge 
contribution of$ __ _ 
[ ] I can't join the pledge program 
now, but here's a contribution of 
$ ___ to support your work. 
Name ________ _ 
Address _______ _ 
City/State/Zip _____ _ 
RESIST Pledge! We count on you, and Phone 
the groups we fund count on us. ---------
Donations to Resist are fully tax-deductible. 
Resist • 259 Elm Street • Suite 201 • Somerville • MA • 02144 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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and power industries while promoting eco-
logically sound alternatives. 
CARD is also in the midst of organizing 
a national nuclear survivors conference as 
a follow-up to last year's regional gather-
ing. Most of the speakers at last year's 
gathering told of hardships brought on by 
radiation-related illnesses, but one who has 
been investigating depleted uranium weap-
ons testing in his community talked about 
the harassment-including a death threat 
and a possibly related assault-he has re-
ceived as a result of his work. 
One goal of the upcoming conference is 
to promote ties between people struggling 
for justice on this issue. It is also hoped 
that since the conference is being held in a 
community directly adjacent to the WIPP 
site, local residents will gain a greater ap-
preciation of the DOE' s deadly track record. 
Although most ofCARD's efforts have 
been aimed at publicizing WIPP' s tremen-
dous health and environmental hazards, 
CARD has also pointed out that many 
WIPP related jobs will be eliminated in the 
near future and that the dump will have a 
detrimental effect on tourism. 
CARD is encouraged that the number 
of volunteers and financial supporters has 
grown during the past decade. Another 
source of optimism is CARD's improved 
organizational model. Several years ago, 
as attendance at general working meetings 
grew, it became more difficult to get things 
done. At that time, CARD adopted the 
Peace Development Fund's "flower model." 
This newly adopted organizational model 
gives committees autonomy to develop 
their specific programs while at the same 
time maintaining the consensus decision-
making process. Action is coordinated 
through a steering committee that is com-
posed of representatives from the various 
committees. 
While CARD has been successful at 
preventing WIPP from opening thus far, 
the struggle is far from over. As the pro-
posed May 1998 WIPP opening draws near, 
CARD activists are busy organizing resis-
tance on many fronts. 
David A. Pace is a volunteer with 
Citizens for Alternatives to Radioactive 
Dumping and a web site creator. For 
more information or to obtain resources, 
contact CARD, 144 Harvard SE, 
Albuquerque, NM 87106; www.unm.edu/ 
~rekp/card. html. 
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